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BGA technology to computer assemblers all over the world.
The defense denied inducing others to infringe the patents.
According to defense counsel Archie 5. Robinson, “the sole
evidence of inducement was the defendants' effort to obrain
certification of its BGAs from Intel and qualification of its
BGAs from several computer assemblers.”

INJIURIES/DAMAGES FCI sought general damages for patent
infringement.

RESULT Hon HaifFoxconn were found to have infringed two
FCI's patents and to have willfully induced others to infringe
them. FCI was awarded $7.98 million, of which $1.1 million
was for direct infringement and the balance was for indugement
to infringe.

TRIAL DETAILS  Trial Length: 8 days
Trial Deliberations: 18 hours
Jury Poll: 8-0
Jury Composition: 4 male, 4 female; 4
whire, 3 Hispanic, 1 Asian

PLAINTIFF

EXPERT(S) Alan Cox, Ph.D., economics, San
Francisco, CA

DEFENSE

EXPERT(S) Vincent O'Brien, economic analysis, San

Francisco, CA

POST-TRIAL The defendants' renewed motion for judgment as
a matter of law is pending.

—Sidney Bernstein
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Customer doused with
gasoline at ARCO pump
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CASE lsmael G. Gomez and Tiffany Gomez v.
Adtlantic Richfield Company (ARCOY),
Petcon Technologies, Inc. and Goodyear
Tire & Rubber Company, No. PC 028694

COURT Superior Court of Los Angeles County,
Chatsworth, CA

JUDGE Barbara Scheper

DATE 2/25/2004

CALIFORNIA

PLAINTIFF

ATTORNEY(S) William Hanagami, King & Hanagami, Los
Angeles, CA
Michael King, King & Hanagami, Los
Angeles, CA

DEFENSE

ATTORNEY(S) William T. DelHagen, Murchison &

Cumming, Los Angeles, CA {Goodyear
Tire & Rubber Co.)

Ryan D, Saba, Law Offices of James R.
Rasen, Beverly Hills, CA (Atlantic
Richfield Co., Petcon Technologies Inc.)

FACTS & ALLEGATIONS On Nov. 19, 2000, plaintiff Ismael
Gomez, 42, a laborer, was attempting to pump gasoline at an
Atlantic Richfield Co. (ARCO) gasoline station when the hose
disconnected from the gasoline dispenser and doused him with
gasoline. Plaintiff Tiffany Gomez, Ismael’s daughter, 17, was sit-
ting in the passenger seat at the time of the incident.

lsmael and his daughter, Tiffany, who witnessed the incident,
sued ARCO, Chicago; Petcon Technologies Inc, Torrance,
Calif., the firm that installed the pump; and Goodyear Tire &
Rubber Co. Akron, Ohio, the manufacturer of the hose. They
alleged products liability, premises liability, negligence and neg-
ligence per se. The products liability claims were based on the
plaintiffs' allegations that the hose was defective because there
was a rip in it.

ARCO disputed the nature of the occurrence and the extent
of the plaintiffs' injuries.

INJIURIES/DAMAGES lsmael Gome:z claimed that, in addition
to the gasoline showering his body, he also consumed some
gasoline. He claimed that the gasoline caused him to suffer a
rash, loss of taste and smell, an increased risk of cancer, neuro-
logical problems, liver damage, kidney problems and post-trau-
matic stress disorder. He claimed $11,166 in economic dam-
ages.

Tiffany Gomez claimed thar she suffered from post-traumat-
ic stress disorder as a result of witnessing the incident. She
claimed $4,220 in economic damages.

The Gomezes sought over $400,000 in combined noneco-
nomic damages.

ARCO contended that it was not medically possible for this
type of incident to have caused Ismael’s alleged injuries.

RESULT Prior to trial, Ismael’s products liability claim against
ARCO was dismissed on summary judgment. The court also
granted summary judgment in favor of Petcon Technologies,
which was then dismissed from the case. Additionally, the prod-
ucts liability claim against Goodyear was dismissed while a
motion for summary judgment was pending.

The case proceeded to trial against ARCO on the negligence,
negligence per se, premises liability and negligent infliction of
emotional distress causes of actions. The jury found for the
defense.
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